
Envisioning the National Register 
as a Tool for Economic Development and 

Heritage Tourism

Katherine Ringsmuth, PhD
State Historian and Deputy SHPO

Office of History and Archaeology
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

Department of Natural Resources







Exponentially increase our 
ability to preserve the places 
that matter to your community

Excellent source for historic 
content, allowing for authentic 
interpretation of the built 
environment over time

Gateway to public education 
and economic  development

Create a new market for 
historic preservation services. 

The National Register CAN:



“The economic benefits of historic 
preservation are enormous. 

The knowledge of the economic benefits 
of historic preservation is minuscule.”

--Donovan D. Rypkema, Economist
The Economics of Historic Preservation: 

A Community Leader’s Guide



Heritage/Cultural Tourism



Heritage Tourism
Heritage Tourism is simply travel directed toward 

experiencing the heritage of a city, region, state, or 
country. Heritage tourism enables tourists to learn 

about and be surrounded by local customs, 
traditions, history, and culture. 



“Listen up: You already have a theme 
park! It’s called your streetscape, 
your lands, your cultures, and no 
other community possesses those 

same gifts.”
   --Dan Shilling, 

Civic Tourism: 
The Poetry and Politics of Place
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• ESPN SportsCenter: 50 States in 50 Days: 
Alaska’s midnight baseball 

• New York Times: Fairbanks, Alaska’s midnight 
game

• Fairbanks Daily News-Miner: America250Alaska to highlight 
state’s storied baseball legacy

• Alaska’s News Source: America250-Alaska debuts Alaskan 
baseball history exhibit at ABL Fourth of July double-header

• Your Alaska Link: Anchorage exhibit explores baseball history in 
Alaska’s far north region | Things To Do | youralaskalink.com

• Must Read Alaska: America steps into its 250th year as a nation

• Goldpanners Radio: Interview with Alaska State Historian Katie 
Ringsmuth (starts @ 121:15)

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.espn.com%2Fvideo%2Fclip%2F_%2Fid%2F45625722&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132305184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L4E1BRL1Qde5mCNbfIgwMR4yzYF0%2F9z7XPDUR27luEo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.espn.com%2Fvideo%2Fclip%2F_%2Fid%2F45625722&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132305184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L4E1BRL1Qde5mCNbfIgwMR4yzYF0%2F9z7XPDUR27luEo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F06%2F29%2Fus%2Fbaseball-fairbanks-alaska-midnight-game.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132330800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8D8HdPeMqEeuNd0c2TAxyfLIkrQARvF6E4fbHVFlPDs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2025%2F06%2F29%2Fus%2Fbaseball-fairbanks-alaska-midnight-game.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132330800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8D8HdPeMqEeuNd0c2TAxyfLIkrQARvF6E4fbHVFlPDs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Flocal%2Famerica250alaska-to-highlight-state-s-storied-baseball-legacy%2Farticle_49381485-2e89-46b5-ad4c-be85a8911946.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132344725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j4qJ8aSxK8JN%2F1wvgg3LeKidlm4%2Bmfm6Erge68xFaWk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsminer.com%2Fsports%2Flocal%2Famerica250alaska-to-highlight-state-s-storied-baseball-legacy%2Farticle_49381485-2e89-46b5-ad4c-be85a8911946.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132344725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j4qJ8aSxK8JN%2F1wvgg3LeKidlm4%2Bmfm6Erge68xFaWk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alaskasnewssource.com%2Fvideo%2F2025%2F07%2F06%2Famerica250-alaska-debuts-alaskan-baseball-history-exhibit-abl-fourth-july-double-header%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132393596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zm%2FdMXyv7MmbjdWuIZ8uTyd9VoHjTf3B%2BZmjtnxZ8g4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alaskasnewssource.com%2Fvideo%2F2025%2F07%2F06%2Famerica250-alaska-debuts-alaskan-baseball-history-exhibit-abl-fourth-july-double-header%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132393596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zm%2FdMXyv7MmbjdWuIZ8uTyd9VoHjTf3B%2BZmjtnxZ8g4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youralaskalink.com%2Fnews%2Fthings_to_do%2Fanchorage-exhibit-explores-baseball-history-in-alaska-s-far-north-region%2Farticle_da638d10-44a9-498b-a7fc-266e4735324b.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132418126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bqp3T%2FzyVfDasCeczgiGDLPxH5%2Fb%2B0P%2Bfk6JXPhHKws%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youralaskalink.com%2Fnews%2Fthings_to_do%2Fanchorage-exhibit-explores-baseball-history-in-alaska-s-far-north-region%2Farticle_da638d10-44a9-498b-a7fc-266e4735324b.html&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132418126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bqp3T%2FzyVfDasCeczgiGDLPxH5%2Fb%2B0P%2Bfk6JXPhHKws%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmustreadalaska.com%2Famerica-steps-into-its-250th-year-as-a-nation%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132442912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3uAMuO0SLq5NO8iaTaaPmDtVhKGeKbaFWxlIqagCeMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2FjT1IIz16akQ&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132455491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bG3mLY0TVFAsOSnX9KqtUVCRTQFX6YZiuPwAPdcPUqM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Flive%2FjT1IIz16akQ&data=05%7C02%7Ckatie.ringsmuth%40alaska.gov%7Cf3b05cd3db8a47f2ff1e08ddc984bdf6%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0%7C0%7C638888294132455491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bG3mLY0TVFAsOSnX9KqtUVCRTQFX6YZiuPwAPdcPUqM%3D&reserved=0


Celebrating 
America250 on 

Alaska Day
October 18, 2026



Want to learn more?
 Visit america250.alaska.gov

Or

 Contact me at:
 Katherine Ringsmuth, PhD
 Office of History & Archaeology
 National Register Program
 907.269-8714
 katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov
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